August 4th, 2002
Hi Gavin

As it is Leonie’s birthday today, I wrote to her first. Although it is not yet the 4th in the US, it is here and that is what is important. When I went to copy a letter from August of last year (as a template so I don’t have to copy things like name, date again), I couldn’t find any!! Correction – I was looking for 2002 letters instead of 2001!! 

Good to get your ‘phone calls again. I will follow up on the process for VA registration. 

Again, not that much happening here. Or at least there doesn’t seem to be, perhaps because I am just so busy at the moment. On some days last week I put in about 15-hour days which is quite a lot. The Number 1 storm warning was raised yesterday for the first time this year. A storm is heading in this general direction but is unlikely to affect us much even though the Number 3 (strong wind) signal may be raided later. The storm should have dissipated by tomorrow.

Last week I took in an application form to the New Zealand consulate for a new passport. Being able to download the form from the Internet saves one visit, each of which consumes nearly half a day. My present passport still has about 6 months to run, but when travelling, most places require a minimum of 6 months in order to be allowed in. (So, check your passport to see when it needs to be renewed.) Anyway, the NZ Consulate offices are now on the 65th floor of Central Plaza – the skyscraper behind the Convention Centre. I think this is the highest I have ever been in a building and looking down from the office windows, people and vehicles look so small. Imagine being a construction worker on the outside of the building! Also, just using the lifts is a bit like all the changing on the MTR – you need to take several lifts to get to the high floors. The first lift only goes about halfway and has no intermediate stops. I must have seemed like a bit of a ‘heung ha lo’ (but with a PhD!). When I got into the first lift, I couldn’t see any numbers so got out again thinking I was in the wrong lift until the other people explained what to do! 

On Thursday, I met here with the editors doing the revision of the HK chemistry book. The present main editor has been replaced – I think sacked! He was really quite slow and seemed to lack ideas about how to prepare a book. His replacement I know as he has worked with Macmillan’s before and is much better. But they will not meet their end-of-August date for completion. And in any case I have not yet finished the writing. On the last chapter now, which is a completely new chapter rather than just a revision. Then I have to do the appendices and part of the teacher’s edition – the same as the student’s book but with additional notes printed on it for the teacher. 

During the week, I got an email from the Singapore publisher to say that the author of their O-Level chemistry book had just died. He was supposed to have come to Singapore (from England) to visit schools at the same time I was there. He couldn’t come as he was to have a minor operation. Anyway, I don’t know the details. I met him during the times I was there in the past 2 year years. I guess he is about the same age as me. Anyway, his name is ‘Briggs’. His uncle was a Brigadier in the British army, famous for a ‘Brigg’s plan’ to win the hearts and minds of the rural people of Malaya during the communist ‘emergency’ in the 1950’s. It worked, and is now included in the history books of Singapore (and I suppose Malaysia). A pity the US did not have something similar during the Vietnam War. 

I started exercising again this past week with swimming on four days. The swims had to fit in with thunderstorm warnings that were issued on 3 of the 4 days. Not too bad! I did not go to the gym; may start again this week. There was a Rugby test yesterday between NZ and Australia in Sydney. Australia won 16-14 with a penalty goal (3 points) in the last minute. This match doubled as a tri-nations match and for the Bledisloe Cup (annual 2-game event between the two countries; NZ has not held the cup for 5 – and now 6 – years). The 7’s competition at the Commonwealth games in underway; the leading teams got into the medal finals as expected. I have just checked on the Internet. The quarterfinals have just been completed with 4 southern-hemisphere countries in the semi-finals – NZ, South Africa (who needed an overtime try to beat Canada), Fiji (who just beat England) and Samoa (who just beat Australia). NZ meet Samoa in the semi-finals which, I guess, will be today.


The new executive council (of unelected members) officially began work on August 1st. They are supposed to be ‘accountable’ for failed policies and the pressure is on some of them already. There is pressure from the public for the price of public transport to be reduced because most people have had salary cuts. There was also a debacle on the HK Stock Market regarding what they term ‘penny stocks’. These are stocks that are traded at 50 cents or less. The Exchange made a public statement saying that companies with these stocks were to be delisted (i.e., withdrawn from trading). Well, that produced panic selling which saw many people lose lots of money. The officials tell us they were surprised at the response! Really! Pigs can fly, too!! They soon issued another statement saying that this new scheme would not be implemented. One wonders what officials are paid for!


I guess that’s just about it for now. I hope your medical appointment regarding the disability allowance went OK. 

Cheers,

Dad
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